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Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
' November 25, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive Saginaw, Ml 48609

Call to Order
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of October 28th, 2024 minutes
Approval of November 2024 Expenditures
Public Comment
Public Hearing
a. None
New Business
Review 5 year Parks and Recreation Plan.
b. Approve Resolution 24-17P to approve the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation
5 year Recreation Plan for 2025 to 2030.
c. Approve 2025/26 Park Commission meeting dates.

Old Business
a. None
Reports
A. Parks Report: Attached
B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None
D. Concert Committee Report: None
E. Finance Committee Report: None
F. Commissioners:

Other Business
Adjournment

Thomas Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to any individuals with disabilities who plan to attend
this public meeting. Persons interested in such services need to contact the Thomas Township Manager’s offices at 249 N. Miller
Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48609, by phone at 989-781-0150, or by fax at 989-781-0290 at least five (5) working days prior to the
meeting. In the case that advanced notice for accommodations is not possible, every reasonable effort will be made to

accommodate the disabled.
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Thomas Township

Regular Park Commission Meeting Minutes
8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609
October 28, 2024
6:30 pm

1. The regular commission meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Scott Branch.

2. PRESENT: Sova, Aimar, Branch, Blower, (Rusch and Alworden 6:33pm)
ABSENT: Hoffman

ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Recreation Director, John Corriveau; Nature Center & Preserve
Director, Lynda Thayer; Secretary, Sue Prevost

3. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

4. Motion made by Aimar, seconded by Blower, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried

unanimously.

Agenda

THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
October 28, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive Saginaw, MI 48609

1. Callto Order
2. Rollcall
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda
5. Approval of September 23, 2024 minutes
6. Approval of October 2024 Expenditures
7. Public Comment
8. Public Hearing

a. None

1|Page
Park Commission Minutes
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9. New Business

a. Parks and Recreation Capital Improvement presentation

b. Haunted Train update

10. Old Business

a. None
11. Reports
A. Parks Report: Attached
B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None
D. Concert Committee Report: None
E. Finance Committee Report: None
F. Commissioners:

12. Other Business
13. Adjournment

5. Motion made by Aimar, seconded by Sova, to approve September 23%, 2024 meeting minutes as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Motion made by Blower, seconded by Aimar, to approve October 2024 Expenditures as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

7. Public Comment: None

8. Public Hearing: None

9. New Business:

2|Page

a. Approval of the Parks and Recreation Capital Improvement Plan. Roberts Park Playscape
installation & and purchase of 8 acres of land for Thompson Disc Golf Course expansion
is scheduled for 2025.
Motion made by Rusch supported by Alworden to approve the 2024/2025 through
2029/2030 Financial Forecast and Capital Improvement Plan.

Park Commission Minutes
October 28, 2024
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Motion carried ﬁnanimously.

Roll call vote required.

Ayes: Rusch, Sova, Aimar, Blower, Alworden
Absent: Hoffman

Nays: None

Abstain: None

b. 2024 Haunted Train & House update: Director Corriveau thanked those who volunteered

for this year’s event.

10. Old Business: none

11. Reports:
a. Receive and file the Parks and Recreation Report. Director Corriveau
b. Receive and file the Nature Center & Preserve Report.

12. Other Business: None

13. Adjournment: Motion made by Rusch, seconded by Sova to adjourn the meeting at
7:08 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Craig Aimar, Secretary

Dated

The next regular Park Commission Meeting will be Monday, November 25, 2024 at the Public
Safety Administration Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw MI 48609.
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PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: November 25, 2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of November 2024 Expenditures

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by

Parks & Recreation
249 N. Miller Road. Saginaw. Michigan 48609-4896
989.781.0151 | rax 989.781.0290

www.thomastwp.org

to

approve expenditures totaling $ 18,052.59 with individual fund totals as follows:

Administration........o.ooeiiuiieeiiie e, 11,086.40
SWIML. .t 81.00
NS 11T0) ¢SO 144.07
SOCCET. ..ttt e (444.84)
Operations and Maintenance............................... 7,175.68
Nature Preserve/Center...........ocovvveeniiniiniinninnnnn. 478.71
Special Events........c.oooivuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeen (485.92)

B¢ ) s D 17.49
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TOWNSHIP

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

e MEETING DATE: November 25" 2024

o SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director
Tyler Sutherlund, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director

e AGENDA TOPIC: Review the 2025 — 2030 Thomas Township Parks and Recreation 5
Year Plan through the State of Michigan.

e EXPLANATION OF TOPIC: The Michigan Department of Natural Recourse (MIDNR)
provides financial assistance through its recreation grants program to communities within
the State of Michigan to acquire land for parks and open space or to develop recreation
facilities. Assistance is currently available from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund (MNRTF), the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Recreation
Passport (RP). All 3 grant programs can be used for the development of public outdoor
recreation faculties including support facilities and nature centers. RP grants can be used
for indoor public recreation facilities. MNRTF is the only program that can be used for
the acquisition of land for public recreation and for protection of land for environmental
importance or scenic beauty.

To be eligible to apply for any grant assistance through the State of Michigan, a
community must have an approved five-year Parks and Recreation plan on file with
Grants Management of the DNR.

As part of the Parks and Recreation 5 Year Plan renewal process, agencies must allow for
community input. From September 5™ 2024 through October 28™ 2024 the draft plan
was made available to the public for review. A draft review meeting was held on
October 28" 2024 from 2:00pm — 6:00pm in the Public Safety Board Room which
allowed the public to make comments and ask questions about the draft plan. A public
hearing was held on the November 6™ 2024 regularly held Thomas Township Board
meeting for an additional opportunity for the community to comment on the draft plan.
The public was made aware of all three in the September 5" 2024 edition of the MLive
Saginaw News and notices were posted on the website and information boards located at
the Municipal Building and the Public Safety Building.

The Planning Commission reviewed the draft 5 Year Recreation Plan at the November
20" 2024 meeting and signed a resolution approving the plan.
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o MATERIALS ATTACHED AS SUPPORTING INFORMATION:
N/A

e POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

o SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve the 2025 — 2030 Thomas Township Parks and Recreation 5 Year Plan through
the State of Michigan.

e ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? No
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PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

e MEETING DATE: December 2" 2024

e SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director
Tyler Sutherlund, Assistant Parks & Recreation Director

e AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of Resolution 24-17P approving the 2025 — 2030
Thomas Township Parks and Recreation 5 Year Plan through the State of Michigan.

o EXPLANATION OF TOPIC: The Michigan Department of Natural Recourse (MIDNR)
provides financial assistance through its recreation grants program to communities within
the State of Michigan to acquire land for parks and open space or to develop recreation
facilities. Assistance is currently available from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust
Fund (MNRTF), the Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Recreation
Passport (RP). All 3 grant programs can be used for the development of public outdoor
recreation faculties including support facilities and nature centers. RP grants can be used
for indoor public recreation facilities. MNRTF is the only program that can be used for
the acquisition of land for public recreation and for protection of land for environmental
importance or scenic beauty.

To be eligible to apply for any grant assistance through the State of Michigan, a
community must have an approved five-year Parks and Recreation plan on file with
Grants Management of the DNR.

As part of the Parks and Recreation 5 Year Plan renewal process, agencies must allow for
community input. From September 5" 2024 through October 28" 2024 the draft plan
was made available to the public for review. A draft review meeting was held on
October 28" 2024 from 2:00pm — 6:00pm in the Public Safety Board Room which
allowed the public to make comments and ask questions about the draft plan. A public
hearing was held on the November 6™ 2024 regularly held Thomas Township Board
meeting for an additional opportunity for the community to comment on the draft plan.
The public was made aware of all three in the September 5™ 2024 edition of the MLive
Saginaw News and notices were posted on the website and information boards located at
the Municipal Building and the Public Safety Building.

The Planning Commission reviewed the draft 5 Year Recreation Plan at the November
20™ 2024 meeting and signed a resolution approving the plan.
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MATERIALS ATTACHED AS SUPPORTING INFORMATION:

i.  Approved Resolution from the Thomas Township Parks Commission

e POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

e SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve Resolution 24-17P approving the 2025 — 2030 Thomas Township Parks and
Recreation 5 Year Plan through the State of Michigan.

e ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? No




THOMAS TOWNSHIP

PARK COMMISSION RESOLUTION

TOWNSHIP OF THOMAS
SAGINAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN

RESOLUTION 24-17P

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE THOMAS TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMUNITY 5 YEAR RECREATION PLAN

At a regular meeting of the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation
Commission, held on the 25th day of November, 2024 at 6:30 o’clock p.m.
Michigan Time.

PRESENT:

ABSENT:

The following preamble and resolution were offered by , and
supported by

WHEREAS, Thomas Township Parks and Recreation Commission was created
pursuant to Act 156 of the Public Act of 1917 as amended, and

WHEREAS, said Act empowers the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation
Commission to diligently pursue the development of recreational opportunities in
Thomas Township, and

WHEREAS, the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation Commission
recognized that if it is to carry out its mandate in an orderly, logical and
financially responsible manner it must first prepare a long- and short-range
planning and development program, and

WHEREAS, the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation Commission does
hereby approve of the Thomas Township Community Recreation Plan that also
serves as its official guide to the acquisition of land and development of facilities
for recreational purposes in Thomas Township, Michigan.

l, , Chairman of the Thomas Township Parks and Recreation
Commission, do hereby certify that the above resolution was duly adopted by the
Thomas Township Parks and Recreation Commission at its regular meeting of
November 25" 2024.




AYES:

NAYS:

ABSTAINED:

ABSENT:

Date

Date

Scott Branch, Chairman

Craig Aimar, Secretary
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PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

e MEETING DATE: November 25" 2024

e SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

o AGENDA TOPIC: 2025 Park Commission Meeting Dates

o EXPLANATION OF TOPIC: Every year we have to approve the Park Commission
Meeting Dates. The Park Commission meetings are on the fourth Monday of each month.

° MATERIALS ATTACHED AS SUPPORTING INFORMAT

Proposed Thomas Township Parks Commission Meeting dates 2025

Monday, January 27 Monday, July 28
Monday, February 24 Monday, August 25
Monday, March 24 Monday, September 22
Monday, April 28 Monday, October 27
Monday, May 19 Monday, November 17
Monday, June 23 Monday, December 15

e POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

o SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION: Motion was made by and
seconded by to approve the proposed 2025 Park Commission
Meeting Dates.

e ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? Yes
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TOWNSHIP -

NATURE CENTER AND PRESERVE REPORT
November 2024

NATURE PRESERVE UPDATE

Our DNR 2021 Trust Fund Grant is substantially completed. The picnic pavilion is done, the
fishing platform needs a metal transition plate to be installed, and that should do it.

Now that the trail work is done, the interpretive signs will be next on our list. We are looking at
finalizing the designs, including an up-to-date trail map, so that they can be manufactured and
installed.

The interior of the nature preserve was mowed for the last time of the year the past couple of
weeks. The recommendation from Chippewa Nature Center and Servinski Sod Service was to
mow one more time after the first frost, which is what was done.

The storage facility construction is completed. I have been moving over some outside tools and
pretty soon the Kubota will be housed here.

The bids for the bridge over the breach in the berm are due on November 25 and will be opened
at the conference room in the main office at 3:00 pm. If we receive a reasonable bid, we just
need the thumbs up from EGLE for the permit (which is in the works) and we can get going. If
we do not get a reasonable bid, it’s back to the drawing board!

We hosted a group hike on Saturday and the turnout was pretty good. Thanks to the eight people
that showed up for the private hike (boards and members) that were able to give me feedback in
order to be ready for the public hike. About 25 people came, which was an ideal number. I was
able to share information and show off our lovely additions.

A sickly Siberian Elm was removed from the front along the east side of the parking lot. We
should be getting the first round of trees from Kluck’s Nursery to start adding some nice native
trees to the front of the building.

NATURE CENTER UPDATE

The nature center’s hours continue to be Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, Wednesday-Friday 12-4 pm. I
will attempt to be open the first or second Saturday of every month for more opportunities for
visitors to come in. We are also offering programs: Tuesdays from 5-7 pm is FUN (Families
United in Nature), Wednesdays from 12-2 pm for Grown up activities, and Thursdays from 1-2,
we host a pre-school activity group called Little Acorns.

Saturday, December 7 will be our Family Fun Day for December from 10-2 and will be all about
Christmas crafts!

We are hosting a few community events in December, including the Thomas Township Business
Association Afterhours on Wednesday, December 11 from 5:30-7:30.
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TOWNSHIP

PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT NOVEMBER 2024

ROETHKE PARK

We are emptying trash and still working on some Haunted Train stuff.

ROBERTS PARK

We are emptying trash and picking up lots of limbs from all the winds we have been
having.

COMMUNITY PARK

Pickleball nets are down for the winter. DPW is working on putting together the small
play area and making sure we have proper drainage to the catch basins.

DAY PARK
None

PROGRAMS

We have sent out flyers for Basketball, Basketball Clinic and Archery which all begin in
January.

NATURE CENTER PRESERVE
Report from Lynda Thayer




