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THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING

May 20, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, Ml 48609

Call to Order

Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Approval of April 22, 2024 minutes
Approval of May 2024 Expenditures
Public Comment

It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.

Public Hearing

a. none
New Business

a. Lifeguard shortage is state wide.
Old Business

a. Community Park Update

Reports

A. Parks Report: Attached

B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None

D. Concert Committee Report: None

E. Finance Committee Report: None

F. Commissioners:

G.

Other Business
Adjournment

Thomas Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to any individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this public meeting.
Persons interested in such services need to contact the Thomas Township Manager’s offices at 249 N. Miller Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48609, by phone at
989-781-0150, or by fax at 989-781-0290 at least five (5) working days prior to the meeting. In the case that advanced notice for accommodations is not

possible, every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the disabled.



THOMAS TOWNSHIP
REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609
April 22,2024
6:30pm

1. The regular commission meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Scott Branch.

2. PRESENT: Rusch, Blower, Sova, Hoffman, Branch
ABSENT: Alworden, Aimar

ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Recreation Director, John Corriveau; Nature Center & Preserve
Director, Lynda Thayer; Secretary, Sue Prevost

3. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

4. Motion made by Hoffman, seconded by Sova, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.

Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
April 22, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, M1 48609
Call to Order

Roll Call

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Approval of March 18, 2024 minutes
Approval of April 2024 Expenditures
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Public Comment
Itis requested that you state your name and address for the record.
8. Public Hearing
a. none
9. New Business
a. None
10. Old Business
a. Community Park Update
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11. Reports
A. Parks Report: Attached

B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None

D. Concert Committee Report: None

E. Finance Committee Report: None

F. Commissioners:

G.

12. Other Business
13. Adjournment

5. Motion made by Blower, seconded by Hoffman, to approve March 18, 2024 meeting minutes
as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Motion made by Rusch, seconded by Blower, to approve April 2024 Expenditures as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

7. Public Comment: None
8. Public Hearing: None

9. New Business; None

10. Old Business:

a. Community Park Update: Park Director John Corriveau reported that construction
at the new administration building is on schedule. Building interior is 90%
complete, and plans are to slowly move into new offices mid-May. Chairman
Scott Branch asked about plans for old Park office. Corriveau plans to upgrade the
existing office to accommodate seniors and other events such as yoga classes. The
basement of the new administration building will be the location for archery
classes in the future. Mulch will be delivered this week for the new playground,
and next week asphalt will be installed. The ribbon cutting ceremony for the
administration building will be held on June 28%. Corriveau asked for Park
Commissioners to attend.

11. Reports:
a. Receive and file the Parks and Recreation Report. Corriveau added additional
projects for this spring are to clean/paint bottom of Roethke pool and also paint
both trains.
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b. Receive and file the Nature Center & Preserve Report. Director Lynda Thayer
reported on the progress of the habitat area installation, approval of the DNR 2021
Trust Fund Grant, and location of the storage facility. Corriveau added that the
pole barn cannot be built in desired location due to the floodway and Spicer is
considering an alternative location. A new garden shed for landscape equipment
will be built and the kayak launch will be installed the end of May. Thayer also
reported that several field trips have been planned for students at the Nature
Center and are great revenue generators for the Nature Center.

12. Other Business: None

13. Adjournment: Motion made by Sova, seconded by Blower to adjourn the meeting at
6:47 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Craig Aimar, Secretary

Dated

The next regular Park Commission Meeting will be Monday, May 20, 2024 at the Public
Safety Administration Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw MI 48609.
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: May 20, 2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of May 2024 Expenditures

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve expenditures totaling $28,785.88 with individual fund totals as follows:
Administration.............oooivii e 17,283.35

Soccer L 930.79

Youth Clnics........oooooiiiii 555.79
Basketball................... 499.01

Archery. ..o 707.74
Operations and Maintenance.............................. 5,946.07

Flag Football................oocoi 124.13

Nature Preserve/Center.............cccoovvieiiiieinini... 2,739.00
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Parks and Recreation

PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT MAY 2024

ROETHKE PARK:

I have the pool painted and have started adding water. [ have installed a new impeller and have
the motor back on thanks to some help from my friends at the DPW! We are bringing the old
train back to the park next week, Craig has re wired and installed a new parking brake system we
are going to try out, it’s a motorcycle hand brake attached to the drive shaft.

ROBERTS PARK

Soccer and Flag football are on their fourth week and have not had any issues so far, we are short
staffed by have made it through so far! Swan Valley Girls Varsity wrapped up their season and
once ours ends on June 8™ we will do some field work, aerate and fertilize. The first Farmers
Market starts June 24" and they are excited about using the new slab for vendors.

COMMUNITY PARK

Construction is still moving along. The asphalt is down, holes for fence post are in and
the water line for the drinking fountain was installed. We still have a longs way to go but
its starting to look like something!

DAY PARK
None

SPORTS AND PROGRAMS

Soccer and Flag football are going well and will end June 8. Camp registration is going well
and we are holding off on swim lesson registration right now until we see if we will have
lifeguards and the pool open.

NATURE CENTER PRESERVE
Report from Lynda Thayer

EVENTS

None
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Nature Center & Preserve
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NATURE CENTER AND PRESERVE REPOUKT May 2024
NATURE PRESERVE UPDATE

Our DNR 2021 Trust Fund Grant has been sent out to bid. Work should be completed by the end
of this year.

The kayak launch should be going in at the end of May. We are not sure of the location of the
storage facility at this time. N

Servinski Sod Service has planted all the areas in the preserve except the shore bird area, as it is
still a bit wet for equipment. This is a super big job to have done.

Beautification Day with the Swan Valley Seniors will be on Monday, May 20.
NATURE CENTER UPDATE

Eric Schantz, a local artist, is beginning to work on the east side of the building. He is looking to
paint the watershed and a local map on the wall, as well as polishing up the historical displays
and doing graphic art work.

The nature center’s hours continue to be Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, Wednesday-Friday 12-4 pm. I
will attempt to be open the first or second Saturday of every month for more opportunities for
visitors to come in. We are also offering programs: Tuesdays from 5-7 pm will be FUN
(Families United in Nature), Wednesdays from 12-2 pm for Grown up activities, and Thursdays
from 1-2, we host a pre-school activity group called Little Acorns.

Jessica McRae Jennifer Clor are offering yoga and mindfulness opportunities to children.
Jennifer is also offering meditation for adults.

We hosted a May potluck sponsored by Plant Based Saginaw. We also hosted the Trustee
Council for the Natural Resources Damage Assessment.

We hosted field trips for Shields Elementary second graders, SV 4" graders, Little Rascals
preschool, and 40 8" graders from Swan Valley Middle School. We will potentially host Havens
4™ graders’ end of the year field trip and a Swan Valley Learning Center field trip this summer.

NATURAL RESOURCES DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (NRDA) UPDATE

Lisa Williams from U. S Fish and Wildlife and Jessica Mistak from the DNR, who have been
essential to the process, are leaving their respective positions. Lisa is retiring and will be
replaced by Kaylyn Flannigan. Jessica is moving to a different position and we will be working
with Doug Schultz.




