Parks and Recreation
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Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
July 22nd, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, M1 48609

Call to Order
Roll Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of June 24, 2024 minutes
Approval of July 2024 Expenditures
Public Comment
It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
Public Hearing
a. none
New Business
a. Review time line for Five Year Recreation Plan 2025 to 2030
b. Review Five Year Recreation Plan Survey Questions
Oid Business
a. Community Park Update
Reports
Parks Report: Attached
Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
Sports Committee Report: None
Concert Committee Report: None
Finance Committee Report: None

mm o 0w P

Commissioners:
Other Business

Adjournment

Thomas Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to any individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this public meeting.
Persons interested in such services need to contact the Thomas Township Manager’s offices at 249 N. Miller Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48609, by phone at
989-781-0150, or by fax at 989-781-0290 at least five {5} working days prior to the meeting. In the case that advanced notice for accommodations is not

possible, every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the disabled.



THOMAS TOWNSHIP
REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609
June 24, 2024
6:30pm
1. The regular commission meeting called to order at 6:34 p.m. by Chairman, Scott Branch.

2. PRESENT: Sova, Aimar, Alworden, Hoffman, Branch
ABSENT: Blower, Rusch

ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Recreation Director, John Corriveau; Secretary, Sue Prevost
3. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

4. Motion made by Aimar, seconded by Hoffman, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried

unanimously.
Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
June 24, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, Mt 48603
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda
5. Approval of May 20, 2024 minutes
6. Approval of June 2024 Expenditures
7. Public Comment

It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
8. Public Hearing
a. none
9. MNew Business
4. Kayak taunch has been installed at Nature Center.
10. Old Business
a. Community Park Update

11. Reports
A. Parks Report: Attached
8. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None
D. Concert Committee Report: None
€. Finance Committee Report: None
. Commissioners:

12. Other Business
13. Adjournment
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5. Motion made by Sova, seconded by Hoffman, to approve May 20, 2024 meeting minutes as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Motion made by Sova, seconded by Aimar, to approve May 2024 Expenditures as presented.
Motion carried unanimously.

7. Public Comment: None
8. Public Hearing: None

9. New Business:
Kayak launch has been installed at the Nature Center. Signage for water trail will
be installed next.

10. Old Business:
a. Community Park Update: Pickleball courts are painted and nets will be installed
tomorrow. Partial order of the playground equipment should be delivered next
week.

11. Reports:
a. Receive and file the Parks and Recreation Report. Corriveau added that the
Roethke Park bandshell needs immediate work. Siding & trusses need to be
replaced.
b. Receive and file the Nature Center & Preserve Report.

12. Other Business: None

13. Adjournment: Motion made by Alworden, seconded by Aimar to adjourn the meeting at
7:01 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Craig Aimar, Secretary

Dated

The next regular Park Commission Meeting will be Monday, July 22, 2024 at the Public
Safety Administration Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw MI 48609.
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: July 22,2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of July 2024 Expenditures

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve expenditures totaling $51,985.61 with individual fund totals as follows:
Administration..................... e 10,147.79
Swim.............o... PP 3,226.25

S0CCI. i 159.78

Adult Softball...........ccooii 407.25
Operations and Maintenance................cocoovueenn.. 26,761.65

Nature Preserve/Center......oooovriiieeeiiiiiiiiiiiaannn, 4,699.41

Special Events..........coooiiiiiiii s 1,800.00

Day Camp......ooooiiiii 4,474.22

s 309.26
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: July 22,2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Time line for 5 Year Recreation Plan and Survey Questions

EXPLANATION OF TOPIC:

The Michigan Department of Natural Recourse (MIDNR) provides financial assistance
through its recreation grants program to communities within the State of Michigan to
acquire land for parks and open space or to develop recreation facilities. Assistance is
currently available from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF), the
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) and Recreation Passport (RP). All 3
grant programs can be used for the development of public outdoor recreation faculties
including support facilities and nature centers. RP grants can be used for indoor public
recreation facilities. MNRTF is the only program that can be used for the acquisition of
land for public recreation and for protection of land for environmental importance or
scenic beauty.

To be eligible to apply for any grant assistance through the State of Michigan, a
community must have an approved five-year Parks and Recreation plan on file with
Grants Management of the DNR.

MATTERIALS ATTACHCED AS SUPPORTING INFORMATION:

i.  Timeline of Rec Plan Submission
ii.  Survey Questions

POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: Approve/Deny/Table

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve Time line for 5 Year Recreation Plan and survey questions

ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED? No




Time line for 5 year Recreation Plan

2025-30
Notice in Paper for Public Hearing August 19" Paper Hearing Notice (2 weeks prior)
1. Public Review September Sth 2pm - 6pm Public Safety
2. Planning Commission October 16" Resolution
3. Park Commission October 28" Resolution
4. Board of Trustees December 2nd Resolution/Public Hearing

5. Submit to DNR By February 1°' 2025



Q1: What is your age?
Al
Under 18
A2
18-24
A3
25-34
A4
35-44

A5

45-54

A6

55-64

A7

65+

Q2: How many years have you lived in
Thomas Township?
Al

Less than 1yr

A2

1-5yrs

A3

6 - 10yrs

A4

11 - 15yrs

A5

16 - 20yrs

A6

20 +yrs

Q3: How often do you visit Thomas
Township Parks?

Al

Every day

A2

A few times a week
A3

About once a week
A4

A few times a month
A5

Once a month

A6

Less than once a month

Q4: Which Thomas Township Park do you
visit the most?

Al

Roberts Park

A2

Roethke Park

A3

Day Park

A4

Community Park
A5

Thomas Trail

A6

Thomas Township Nature Center

Q5: Which of the following is the biggest
factor impacting your decision to visit
Thomas Township Parks? Please select all
that apply

Al

Convenient Location
A2

Facilities

A3

Sense of Safety

A4

Landscape & Views
A5

Specific activities

Ab

Other (please specify)



Qé6: Please Indicate all of the Thomas
Township programs you or members of
your household have participated in during
the past 12 months.

Al

Spring Soccer
A2

Fall Soccer

A3

Soccer Clinic
A4

Basketball Clinic
A5

Day Camp

A6

Sand Volleyball
A7

Senior Pot Luck
A8

Pool

A9

Pavilion Rentals
A10

Archery

Q7: Compared to other communities how
would you rank Thomas Township
Recreation programs?

Al

Much higher

A2

Somewhat higher
A3

About the same
Ad

Somewhat lower
A5

Much lower

A6

Don't know

Q8: What should be the priorities of the
Thomas Township Parks & Recreation
Department over the next 5 years?

Maintenance and upkeep of current parks
New programs

Expanding and adding more park space
Senior programming

Special events

Q9: How often do you utilize the Thomas
Township website?

Al

Very often

A2

Somewhat often
A3

Rarely

A4

Never

Q10: How often to you utilize the Thomas
Township Parks & Recreation Facebook
page?

Al

Very often

A2

Somewhat often
A3

Rarely

Ad

Never

Q11: What programs or activities not
currently offered would you like to see

Thomas Township Parks & Recreation add?

This is a Comment Box question



Q12: How do you feel the addition of the
Thomas Township Farmers Market has
been to the community?

Al

A great deal

A2

Alot

A3

A moderate amount
A4

A little

A5

None at all

Q13: Have you attended the Thomas
Township Farmers Market?

Al
Yes
A2
No

Q14: How do you feel the addition of the
Thomas Township Nature Center &
Preserve has been to the community and
surrounding region?

Al

A great deal

A2

Alot

A3

A moderate amount
A4

A little

A5

None at all

Q15: Have you visited or plan to visit the
Thomas Township Nature Center &
Preserve?

Al
Yes
A2
No

Q16: How many times per week do you
visit the Roethke Pool?

Al

0 - 1 times per week
A2

2-3 times per week
A3

4 - 5 times per week
A4

Everyday

A5

Never

Q17: Would you like to see Thomas
Township renovate the Roethke Pool or
build a Splash Park in the Township?

Al

Renovate Roethke Pool
A2

Build a Splash Park

Q18: Where do you feel would be the best
location of a Splash Park if Thomas
Township Parks & Recreation were to build
one?

Al

Roethke Park

A2

Roberts Park

A3

Other (please specify)



Q19: Due to the limited township parks
budget, would you support a dedicated
millage which would be used solely to
ensure ongoing programming and facility
maintenance in the parks?

Al

Strongly support

A2

somewhat support

A3

Somewhat oppose

A4

Strongly Oppose

A5

Neither support nor oppose
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PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT JULY 2024

ROETHKE PARK:

Camp and the Pool are doing well and both have a lot of kids laughing and having fun. We have
had to replace some boards on the fishing decks, and replace some railroad ties but other than
that the park has been pretty good. The summer concert series is going well, the “Letter” band
played last week and had a really good crowd, they are a local band.

ROBERTS PARK

We have aerated the fields, sprayed the fields with weed and feed to help fight the dandelions
and clover that constantly tries take over. With all the rain, the weeds are growing even better
than normal but we keep fighting that battle on the ball diamonds and soccer fields. The
Farmer’s Market is on event number 3 and the crowds have been huge with over a thousand
people coming to each event. Taylor has really made it something special.

COMMUNITY PARK

Pickle ball courts are open and full every evening and every morning. We have had some
noise complaints which was to be expected. We have found some cracking in the courts
already, nothing big but we are having the contractors come back and evaluate them.
Basketball hoops will go up once we have landscaping done and playground equipment
in, which hopefully will be here next week.

DAY PARK
None

SPORTS AND PROGRAMS

Camp and pool are running. Camp is full all nine weeks! Pretty amazing!

NATURE CENTER PRESERVE
Report from Lynda Thayer

EVENTS

None

1|Page



Nature Center & Preserve

NATURE CENTER AND PRESERVE REPORT July 2024

NATURE PRESERVE UPDATE

Our DNR 2021 Trust Fund Grant is in motion. Wobig Construction was recommended to the
DNR as our contractor for the work that includes the gravel trail, fishing platform, picnic
pavilion, and seating areas.

The kayak launch was installed on June 12 and has been getting decent use.

The interior of the nature preserve is full of oats. They are grown to provide cover for the native
plants to grow and things are progressing as they should. The rainy weather has been immensely
helpful for that.

NRDA-we are continuing our monthly check-ins with the DNR and U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Our
goal is to spend the majority of the amenity funds on a bridge to cross the breach in the berm on
the west side of the preserve. We have been working with Kibbe & Associates to do the design
and preliminary work, including soil borings. Our expenses so far this year have been for a
replacement tiller, tools, invasive tree removal, and field work in the preserve.

NATURE CENTER UPDATE

The murals on the wall are completed. The new display cases were delivered on July 16 and are
quite lovely. Eric Schantz will be adding some graphic pizazz to the original interpretive
signage.

The nature center’s hours continue to be Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, Wednesday-Friday 12-4 pm. I
will attempt to be open the first or second Saturday of every month for more opportunities for
visitors to come in. We are also offering programs: Tuesdays from 5-7 pm is FUN (Families
United in Nature), Wednesdays from 12-2 pm for Grown up activities, and Thursdays from 1-2,
we host a pre-school activity group called Little Acorns. As our I started to advertise our
Tuesdays as Facebook Events instead of making a Facebook post and numbers have increased.

Jessica McRae and Jennifer Clor continue to yoga and mindfulness opportunities to children.
Jennifer is also offering meditation for adults. Yoga by Kathryn did an adult yoga class on the
observation deck.

We hosted a field trip for Roethke Park’s Day Camp, a Citizen’s Advisory Group meeting, and
will host an invasive species group (CISMA) on July 23.



