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Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
June 24, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, M1 48609

Call to Order
Roli Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of May 20, 2024 minutes
Approval of June 2024 Expenditures
Public Comment
It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
Public Hearing
a. none
New Business
a. Kayak Launch has been installed at Nature Center.
Old Business
a. Community Park Update

Reports

A. Parks Report: Attached

B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None

D. Concert Committee Report: None

E. Finance Committee Report: None

F. Commissioners:

Other Business

Adjournment

Thomas Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to any individuals with disabitities who plan to attend this public meeting.
Persons interested in such services need to contact the Thomas Township Manager’s offices at 249 N. Miller Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48609, by phone at
989-781-0150, or by fax at 989-781-0290 at least five (5) working days prior to the meeting. In the case that advanced notice for accommodations is not

possible, every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate the disabled.



THOMAS TOWNSHIP
REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609
May 20, 2024
6:30pm

1. The regular commission meeting called to order at 6:33 p.m. by Chairman, Scott Branch.

2. PRESENT: Blower, Branch, Sova, Angela, (Rusch 6:38pm)
ABSENT: Aimar, Hoffman

ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Recreation Director, John Corriveau; Nature Center & Preserve
Director, Lynda Thayer; Secretary, Sue Prevost

3. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

4. Motion made by Alworden, seconded by Sova, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.

Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
May 20, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, Ml 48609

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Approval of Agenda
5. Approval of April 22, 2024 minutes
6. Approval of May 2024 Expenditures
7. Public Comment
It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
8. Public Hearing
a. none
9. New Business
a. Lifeguard shortage is state wide.
10. Old Business
a. Community Park Update
11. Reports
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A. Parks Report: Attached
B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None
D. Concert Committee Report: None
E. Finance Committee Report: None
F. Commissioners:
12, Other Business
13, Adjournment

5. Motion made by Sova, seconded by Blower, to approve April 22, 2024 meeting minutes as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Motion made by Sova, seconded by Alworden, to approve May 2024 Expenditures as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

7. Public Comment: None
8. Public Hearing: None
9. New Business:

a. Lifeguard shortage: Park Director John Corriveau reported that he does not have
adequate staff for swim lessons, day camp, and open swim. Corriveau plans to
present options to board members at the next Thomas Township board meeting.

10. Old Business:
a. Community Park Update: Construction of new administration building is going
well. Fencing is being installed at pickleball courts and we have a 30 day waiting
period to paint asphalt.

11. Reports:
a. Receive and file the Parks and Recreation Report. Corriveau added that
Beautification Day in the parks went well and all projects were completed.
Farmers Market vendor meeting will be on June 5.
b. Receive and file the Nature Center & Preserve Report. Director Lynda Thayer
outlined upcoming projects that include a new mural by Eric Schantz, trail work,
and construction of a new fishing pier.

12. Other Business: None
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13. Adjournment: Motion made by Sova, seconded by Blower to adjourn the meeting at
7:04 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Craig Aimar, Secretary

Dated

The next regular Park Commission Meeting will be Monday, June 24, 2024 at the Public
Safety Administration Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw MI 48609.
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: June 24, 2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of June 2024 Expenditures

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve expenditures totaling $34,237.85 with individual fund totals as follows:
Administration...........c..ooooiiiiiiii 8,358.61

3% s+ U 1,643.95

Senior CIUZENS. . ..iivit it einaeieneiee e 189.39

o ¢ PP 1,512.17

Adult Softball. ... 1,111.86
ATChETY .. o 72.07
Operations and Maintenance.............................. 19,033.62

Flag Football............oooiiiii e, 74.05

Nature Preserve/Center.........ococeviiiiiiiiiiiiinninn 2,198.02

Day Camp......coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s e 44.11
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: June 24, 2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Kayak Launch update

EXPLANATION OF TOPIC:

The kayak launch has been installed at the Nature Center, its pretty cool! We have some
work yet to do on the kayak roller system to lower and raise kayaks up the hill but we
will get to it as soon as we can. The outlet to the river is shallow already, this will be an
issue once water levels lower and we have no way to dredge that out so we will have to
figure out how to make it work.

ATTACHMENT: None

POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: None




Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: June 24,2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Community Park update

EXPLANATION OF TOPIC:

Construction is over, the courts need to get painted and basketball courts also. Water
fountain has been installed and we are working on the bike rack and the porta jon
enclosure. The play ground equipment is delayed and they are saying it could be a couple
of weeks still. The two main components are what we are missing so we can’t start
without them.

ATTACHMENT: None

POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION: None
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PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT JUNE 2024

ROETHKE PARK:

The pool and camp are up and running. The pool is open on Monday through Thursday every
week and we have three lifeguards on staff. One of them will be gone July 1% through the 14" so
it will be very tight those two weeks. We have sold twenty pool passes so far at a reduced rate
which is better than I thought we would do. I have not heard many complaints as I think people
understand, they don’t like it either but they understand life guards have to be certified and able
to pass a course, we can’t just put bodies in those positions.

First concert was very big, biggest first concert we have had in many years. They really did a
good job, the Todd Micheal and the Ghost Town Marshalls. The train is running and pavilions
are rented, summer is here.

ROBERTS PARK

Whelton’s Soccer Clinic is ready to go and he had good registration numbers, 76 kids.

We will be aerating the fields and removing the nets once he is done, give the fields a rest before
the boy’s season starts in August. Men’s Softball is on week 3 and going well.

COMMUNITY PARK

Construction is over, now the courts need to get painted, hopefully this week along with
the basketball court getting done. We (DPW) got the water fountain installed and the bike
rack is next. Play equipment is still delayed, the two major components we need to begin
installation so who knows right now, very frustrating.

DAY PARK
None

SPORTS AND PROGRAMS

Camp and pool are running. Camp is full all nine weeks! Pretty amazing!

NATURE CENTER PRESERVE
Report from Lynda Thayer

EVENTS

None
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NATURE CENTER AND PRESERVE REPORT June 2024
NATURE PRESERVE UPDATE

Our DNR 2021 Trust Fund Grant bids were opened. We had one bid and are hoping to negotiate
a couple of items, then hopefully we can get DNR approval and get the ball rolling.

The kayak launch was installed on June 12.

Servinski Sod Service has planted all the areas in the preserve and it is looking green. They did
contact us to recommend that we mow the trail areas so that the oats that they planted as a cover
crop don’t cover our grass seeds.

NRDA-we are continuing our monthly check-ins with the DNR and U.S. Fish and Wildlife.
NATURE CENTER UPDATE

Eric Schantz, a Michigan artist, is almost done with the painting on the east side of the building.
He is also planning on taking the displays and polishing them up. .

The nature center’s hours continue to be Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, Wednesday-Friday 12-4 pm.
will attempt to be open the first or second Saturday of every month for more opportunities for
visitors to come in. We are also offering programs: Tuesdays from 5-7 pm is FUN (Families
United in Nature), Wednesdays from 12-2 pm for Grown up activities, and Thursdays from 1-2,
we host a pre-school activity group called Little Acorns. Numbers for June are low. [ am
planning on running the schedule as we have to see how we do for the year and will make
adjustments as needed.

Jessica McRae and Jennifer Clor continue to yoga and mindfulness opportunities to children.
Jennifer is also offering meditation for adults.

We hosted field trips for Havens 4™ graders’ STEM day and will host a Swan Valley Learning
Center field trip this summer.

We hosted Saginaw Conservation District’s Beekeeping 101 on June 13.

I presented information about the nature center and preserve at the Castle Museum’s Lunch and
Learn on June 11, as well as participating in the DEAR at the Zoo event and the initial Thomas
Township Farmer’s Market event.



