Parks and Recreation
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11.
12.

Agenda
THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
January 22, 2024
6:30 pm
Public Safety Building
8215 Shields Drive
Saginaw, Ml 48609

Call to Order
Roil Call
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of Agenda
Approval of December 18th, 2023 minutes
Approval of January 2023 Expenditures
Public Comment
It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
New Business
a. Trinklein Parcel update
b. Recommendation of proposed 2024/2025 Parks and Recreation Budget

Old Business
a. None
Reports
A. Parks Report: Attached
B. Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
C. Sports Committee Report: None
D. Concert Committee Report: None
E. Finance Committee Report: None
F. Commissioners:

Other Business

Adjournment

Thomas Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to any individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this public meeting.
Persons interested in such services need to contact the Thomas Township Manager’s offices at 249 N. Miller Road, Saginaw, Michigan 48609, by phone at
989-781-0150, or by fax at 989-781-0290 at least five {5) working days prior to the meeting. In the case that advanced notice for accommodations is not

possible, every reasonable effort wili be made to accommodate the disabled.



DRAFT

THOMAS TOWNSHIP
REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw, MI 48609
December 18, 2023
6:30pm

1. The regular commission meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Scott Branch.

2. PRESENT: Branch, Sova, Hoffman, Aimar, Blower,
ABSENT: Rusch, Alworden

ALSO PRESENT: Parks & Recreation Director, John Corriveau; Nature Center & Preserve
Director, Lynda Thayer.

3. Pledge of Allegiance recited.

4. Motion made by Hoffiman, seconded by Aimar, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion
carried unanimously.

THOMAS TOWNSHIP REGULAR PARK COMMISSION MEETING
8215 Shields Drive. Saginaw, MI 48609
December 18, 2023 @ 6:30 p.m.
AGENDA

Calil to Order

Roll Cali

Pledge of Allegiance

Approval of Agenda

Approval of November 27, 2023 minutes
Approval of December 2023 Expenditures

N o v e W

Public Comment
It is requested that you state your name and address for the record.
8. New Business
a. None
9. Old Business
a. Winter Wonderland report
10. Reports
A. Parks Report: Attached
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Nature Center and Preserve Report: Attached
Sports Committee Report: None
Concert Committee Report: None

mo N ®

Finance Committee Report: None
F. Commissioners:

11. Other Business

12. Adjournment

5. Motion made by Sova, seconded by Hoffman, to approve November 27, 2023 meeting
minutes as presented. Motion carried unanimously.

6. Motion made by Hoffman, seconded by Sova, to approve December 2023 Expenditures as
presented. Motion carried unanimously.

7. Public Comment; None

8. Public Hearing: None
9. New Business: None
10. Old Business:

A. Parks Director John Corriveau provided a review of 2023 Winter Wonderland. The new
location at the Farmers Market Pavilion was a great success. Other improvements
included a lighted tunnel at main entrance, new movie screen, and face painting. Park
Commissioner Branch asked whether the Roenicke Light show will return next year and
how to incorporate with the new layout. Sova suggested the option of using Diamond #1
for the light show.

11. Reports:

A. Receive and file the Parks and Recreation Report. Corriveau added he did not receive the
acquisition grant for the purchase of the Trinklein parcel and will be looking into new
funding options.

B. Receive and file the Nature Center & Preserve Report. Thayer announced that Thomas
Township Parks & Recreation Nature Center was selected by mParks (Michigan
Recreation & Park Association) as a 2023-2024 Facility Design Award winner.

12. Other Business: None
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13. Adjournment: Motion made by Aimar, seconded by Blower to adjourn the meeting at
7:02 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Craig Aimar, Secretary

Dated

The next regular Park Commission Meeting will be Monday, January 22, 2024 at the
Public Safety Administration Building, 8215 Shields Drive, Saginaw MI 48609.
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Parks and Recreation

PARK COMMISSION AGENDA ITEM

MEETING DATE: January 22, 2024

SUBMITTED BY: John Corriveau, Parks & Recreation Director

AGENDA TOPIC: Approval of January 2024 Expenditures

SUGGESTED/REQUESTED MOTION:

Motion by , supported by to
approve expenditures totaling $31,807.19 with individual fund totals as follows:
Administration............ooooo i R 13,166.18
General Operating Fund...................o 81.00

Senior Citizens Programs.............cooooiviiiine. 14.99

Youth Clinics. .....ooviviviiii e 760.50
Basketball.............c 973.15
ATCHETY .. e 369.80
Operations and Maintenance..............c.coooveveeeonn.. 8,468.72

Nature Preserve/Center......oooovvvviiiiiiininiinnnnnnn, 3,198.48

Special Events............oooiiiiii 4,690.57

D31« D 83.80
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Parks and Recreation

PARKS AND RECREATION REPORT JANUARY 2024

ROETHKE PARK:

It’s a slow time at Roethke Park. Trails are still getting used and people are enjoying the park
daily. Yoga classes are every Monday and Tuesday inside the Depot Building.

ROBERTS PARK

The park is pretty quiet now except for the daily walkers and park visitors.

COMMUNITY PARK

None
DAY PARK

The sledding hill is open! Wow, when winter decided to arrive it came in with a
vengeance!

SPORTS AND PROGRAMS

Mother Nature decided to have our first major snow storm on the first weekend of sports,
so we had to cancel. Boys Basketball and the Basketball Clinic will now start on January
20", Archery did start and went very well, classes are full. We are taking registration for
Girls Basketball and the Soccer Clinic.

NATURE CENTER PRESERVE
Report from Lynda Thayer

EVENTS

None
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Nature Center & Preserve

/
NATURE CENTER AND PRESERVE REPORT JANUARY 2024
NATURE PRESERVE UPDATE

Not much has changed since the last report. The Dow work in the northern six acres of
the preserve is almost done. The bank management work is done, but it was impossible
to continue moving clean soil to the north end because of the wetness of the field. With
the frozen weather, they should be able to finish soon.

We met with Cindy Todd from Spicer to go over our DNR 2021 Trust Fund Grant work.
It should be sent out to bid by the end of January.

NATURE CENTER UPDATE

The nature center’s hours continue to be Tuesdays from 3-7 pm, Wednesday-Friday 12-4
pm. I will attempt to be open the first or second Saturday of every month for more
opportunities for visitors to come in. We are also offering programs: Tuesdays from 5-7
pm will be FUN (Families United in Nature), Wednesdays from 12-2 pm for senior
citizen activities, and Thursdays from 1-2, we will host a pre-school activity group.

Attendance for events:

Tuesday, December 19 5-7 pm: F.U.N. Christmas-19 attendees

Thursday, December 21 1-2 pm: Little Acorns Christmas-8 preschoolers, 7 adults
Tuesday, December 26 5-7 pm: F.U.N. Year End Best of-5 attendees

Thursday, December 28 1-2 pm: Little Acorns Boxing Day-5 preschoolers, 5 adults
Tuesday, January 2 5-7 pm: F.U.N. Science Fiction-23 attendees

Thursday, January 4 1-2 pm: Little Acorns Bird Day-3 preschoolers, 3 adults
Saturday, January 6 10-2 pm: Snow Much Fun Family Fun Day-76 participants
Tuesday, January 9 5-7 pm: F.U.N. Static Electricity-18 attendees

Wednesday, January 10 12-2-Senior Luncheon and Bingo-37 attendees
Thursday, January 11 1-2 pm: Little Acorns Morse Code-1 preschooler, 1 adult

On January 11, Russ Taylor and I cooked breakfast for the Kiwanis club-about 15 visitors
attended.

Additional events are beginning to be requested and are approved on a case by case basis.



An artist who can make the habitat area has been approved by the board. We just need to
hammer out details of the contract and we should be good to go.

NATURAL RESOURCES DAMAGE ASSESSMENT (NRDA) UPDATE

No changes since the last report. I will be talking with our contacts on January 24 to
keep communication flowing.

SAGINAW COUNTY ARPA FUNDS UPDATE

We are wrapping up our ARPA funds work. We still have approximately $45,000 to
spend. We need to wrap things up by March, so we will make sure we get the ball rolling.



